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            BUILDING CODE  14.01 

  

14.01 AUTHORITY. This chapter is adopted under the authority granted by §101.65, Wis. Stats.  

 

14.02 PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to promote the general health, safety and welfare 

and to maintain required local uniformity with the administrative and technical requirements of the Wisconsin 

Uniform Dwelling Code and more particularly: 

(1)  To exercise jurisdiction over the construction and inspection of new one and 2-family 

dwellings and Commercial Buildings.  

(2)  To provide plan review and on-site inspections performed by the Building Inspector.  

(3)  To establish use and standard building permit forms as prescribed by the Department of 

Commerce.  

(4)  To collect fees to defray administration and enforcement costs.  

 

14.03 SCOPE. The scope of this chapter includes the following: 

(1) Construction and inspection of all new one – and two – family dwellings built after the date 

of adoption of this ordinance. 

(2) Construction and inspection of habitable additions to all swellings.  For purposes of this 

Chapter, habitable additions are those that add year-round conditioned space, either 

horizontally or vertically to an existing dwelling. 

(3) The building structure and any HVAC, Electrical and Plumbing systems shall comply with 

the Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code. 

(4) Commercial Building (Structural and HVAC) Plan Review per Wis. Stat. 101.12(3)(b). 

(5) Commercial Building (Structural, HVAC, Fire Suppression, and Fire Alarm) inspection per 

Wis. Stat. 361.60(2)(d)2. 

(6) Commercial Electrical Permitting and Inspection per Wis. Stat. 316.011. 

(7) Manufactured Home Communities. 

(8) Ch. SPS 302.31  Plan Review Fee Schedule 

 Ch. SPS 305  Credentials 

 Ch. SPS 316  Electrical Code 

 Chs. SPS 320-325 Uniform Dwelling Code 

 Ch. SPS 327  Campgrounds 
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Chs. SPS 361-366 Commercial Building Code 

 Chs. SPS 375-379 Building Constructed Prior to 1914 

Chs. SPS 381-387 Uniform Plumbing Code 

 

14.04 WISCONSIN UNIFORM DWELLING CODE ADOPTED. The Wisconsin Uniform 

Dwelling Code (UDC), Wis. Adm. Code Chs. SPS 320-325, 327 and all amendments thereto is hereby adopted 

and incorporated by reference and shall apply to all buildings with the scope of this chapter. A copy of the 

UDC shall be kept by file in the office of the Building Inspector.  

 

14.05 BUILDING INSPECTOR.  

(1)  QUALIFICATIONS. The Building Inspector shall be certified by the Division of Safety and 

Buildings, as provided by §101.66(2), Wis. Stats., in the category of Uniform Dwelling Code Construction 

Inspector. In addition, the Building Inspector or deputy inspectors shall possess the certification categories of 

UDC HVAC, UDC Electrical, and UDC Plumbing.  The Town Board will contract with a building inspector, 

who will serve at the pleasure of the Town Board.   

                   

  (2) GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES. The Building Inspector shall administer and enforce 

all provisions of this chapter. The Inspector may at all reasonable times enter upon any public or private 

premises for inspection purposes. No person shall interfere with the Inspector while in the performance of his 

duties.  

(3)  RECORDS. The Building Inspector shall keep a record of all permits issued and inspections 

made. The permits shall be marked in order and shall coordinate with the seal numbers purchased from the 

State. A record shall also be kept of all condemnation and removal of buildings. The Inspector shall make an 

annual report to the Town Board.  

 

14.06 BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED. No person shall alter, in excess of $2500.00 value in any 

twelve-month period, build, add onto or alter any building withing the scope of this ordinance without first 

obtaining a building permit for such work from the building inspector.  Any structural changes or major changes 

to mechanical systems that involve extensions shall require permits.  Restoration or repair of an installation to 

its previous code-compliant condition and determined by the inspector is exempted from permitting 

requirements.  Residing, re-roofing, finishing of interior surfaces and installation of cabinetry or new interior 

and exterior surfaces or cabinetry or window replacement shall be exempted from permit requirements. Decks 

and porches are exempt from this requirement.  

(1)  APPLICATION FORMS TO BE USED. The Building Inspector shall use forms prescribed 

by the Department of Safety and Professional Services and shall file a copy of each form with the Department 

of Department of Safety and Professional Services with §101.65(3), Wis. Stats.  
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(2)  OCCUPANCY PERMIT. The dwelling may not be occupied until an occupancy permit is 

issued. The Building Inspector shall issue an occupancy permit if no violations exist that could reasonably be 

expected to affect health or safety. Occupancy without approval will result in forfeiture of bond.  

(3)  PERMIT LAPSE. The building permit shall expire two years after issuance if the dwelling 

exterior has not been completed.  

 

14.07 BUILDING PERMIT FEE. The building permit fee shall be according to the fee schedule. 

 

14.08 STOP WORK ORDER. The Building Inspector may issue a stop work order for the following 

reasons:  

(1)  If written violations are not corrected within 30 days.  

(2)  Construction significantly and structurally deviates from approved plans.  

(3)  Construction is deemed dangerously unsafe.  

The stop work order “red tag” shall be posted at the construction site and the owner shall be notified in writing. 

The stopped work may resume when unsafe conditions and violations are corrected, and the Building Inspector 

authorizes a restart.  

 

14.09 MOVING BUILDINGS. (1) PERMIT REQUIRED. No person shall move any building into 

or within the Town without a permit from the Director of Public Works upon 30 days’ notice.  

(2)  APPLICATION. Application for a permit shall be made on a form provided by the Director 

of Public Works.  

(3)  PERMIT FEE. The permit fee for moving buildings shall be established as per fee schedule.  

(4)  BOND REQUIRED. Before a permit is issued, the mover shall give a bond in the amount of 

$10,000 with good and sufficient sureties to be approved by the Town Chairperson conditioned that the mover 

shall save the Town harmless from any liability arising out of the move and shall restore any street damaged 

by the move. This provision may be waived for small buildings.  

(5)  INSURANCE REQUIRED. Before a moving permit shall be issued, the applicant shall 

submit to the Town Clerk a certificate of insurance evidencing that the applicant has in force and will maintain 

during the term of the permit public liability insurance of not less than $500,000 for any one person, $1,000,000 

for any one accident and $50,000 for property damage.  

(6)  NOTICE TO UTILITIES. Prior to the issuance of said permit, the owner or mover shall 

certify that he has notified all public utilities whose lines or poles may be interfered with during the movement 

of the building. Such utilities shall take whatever steps are necessary to permit the building to be moved without 

damage to its lines and plies and may charge the permittee the cost thereof.  
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(7)  INSPECTION AND REPAIR OF TOWN ROADS. Every permittee shall, with one day after 

reaching his destination, report that fact to the Director of Public Works. The Director of Public Works shall 

thereupon inspect the Town roads over which said building has been moved and ascertain their condition. If 

the moving of the building has caused any damage to the Town roads, the house mover shall forthwith place 

them in as good condition as they were before the permit was granted. Upon failure of the house mover to do 

so within 10 days thereafter to the satisfaction of the Town Board, the Town shall repair the damage done to 

such Town roads and hold the sureties of the bond given by the house mover responsible for the payment of 

the same.  

14.10 APPEAL. Any person feeling aggrieved by an order of the Building Inspector may, within 30 

days thereafter, appeal from such order to the Town Board. The Town shall follow procedures set forth in Ch. 

68, Wis. Stats., to arrive at a final determination. Final determination may be reviewed as provided in Wis. 

Adm. Code SPS 20.21.  

14.15 VIOLATIONS AND PENALITIES. The enforcement of this chapter and all other laws and 

ordinances relating to the building shall be by means of the withholding of building permits, imposition of 

forfeitures and injunctive action. Forfeitures shall be no less than $50 nor more than $500 for a first offense 

and not less than $100 nor more than $1000 for a second offense.  Said forfeitures shall be for each day of 

noncompliance. When the Building Inspector or Director of Public Works cites violations of this chapter, the 

violations shall be promptly corrected. All written violations shall be corrected within 10 days unless an 

extension of time is granted pursuant to Wis. Adm. Code SPS 20.21. 

14.16 SEVERABILITY.  Several sections of this ordinance are declared to be severable.  If any 

section or portion thereof shall be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, unlawful or 

unenforceable, such decision shall apply only to the specific section or portion thereof directly specified in the 

decision and shall not affect the validity of any other provisions, sections, or portions thereof of the ordinance.  

The remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.  Any other ordinances whose terms are in 

conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to those terms that conflict.  
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